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Understanding Georgia Tax Foreclosures and the Foreclosure of the Right of Redemption
In Georgia, tax foreclosures can be a complex area of real estate law, especially when it comes to
understanding the right of redemption. For property owners, investors, and lenders, it’s essential
to understand how tax foreclosures work and the impact of the right of redemption on property
ownership. Here, we’ll break down the key points of Georgia’s tax foreclosure process and the
foreclosure of the right of redemption.

What Is a Tax Foreclosure in Georgia?

When a property owner fails to pay property taxes, the local government has the right to collect
the unpaid taxes by selling the property through a tax sale. Georgia law allows counties and
municipalities to hold these tax sales, often conducted as public auctions, where the highest bidder
can purchase a tax deed to the property. However, obtaining a tax deed does not give the purchaser
immediate ownership of the property. Instead, the original owner retains the "right of redemption."
What Is the Right of Redemption?

The right of redemption allows the original property owner to reclaim their property after the tax
sale by paying the purchaser the amount they paid at auction, plus any additional fees, penalties,
and interest. In Georgia, the redemption period lasts at least one year from the date of the tax sale.
During this time, the purchaser holds a tax deed but does not have full ownership or possessory
rights.

If the original owner redeems the property, the tax deed purchaser is reimbursed for their costs,
including statutory interest, which can be quite lucrative for the purchaser. If the owner fails to
redeem the property within the redemption period, the purchaser can begin the process of
foreclosing on the right of redemption.

Foreclosure of the Right of Redemption

After the redemption period has expired, the tax deed purchaser can file a legal action to foreclose
on the right of redemption. This is a crucial step in gaining full ownership of the property. Once
the foreclosure of the right of redemption is complete, the original owner loses any remaining
interest in the property, and the tax deed purchaser gains full legal title.

The foreclosure process requires providing proper notice to the original owner and any other
parties with an interest in the property, such as mortgage holders or lienholders. Failure to properly
notify all interested parties can delay the process or even invalidate the foreclosure. Once the court
approves the foreclosure, the purchaser becomes the legal owner and can take possession of the
property.

Key Considerations for Investors and Property Owners

For investors, purchasing tax deeds in Georgia can be a profitable investment, but it’s important
to understand the risks involved. The right of redemption provides original owners a pathway to
reclaim their property, potentially leaving investors without possession for a significant period.
Additionally, the foreclosure of the right of redemption requires careful attention to legal
procedures, and working with an experienced attorney is essential to avoid missteps.

For property owners facing a tax foreclosure, understanding your rights is critical. Even after a tax
sale, you may still have an opportunity to save your property during the redemption period.
However, once the right of redemption is foreclosed, you lose all rights to the property, making it
essential to take action before it’s too late.



Final Thoughts

Whether you’re an investor interested in purchasing tax deeds or a property owner at risk of losing
your property to a tax foreclosure, it’s crucial to understand Georgia’s tax foreclosure process and
the right of redemption. The foreclosure of the right of redemption is a significant legal event that
finalizes the transfer of property ownership. Navigating these issues requires a clear understanding
of the law and, often, the guidance of an experienced real estate attorney.

If you need assistance with tax foreclosures or have questions about the right of redemption, feel
free to contact my office. I specialize in real estate transactions, litigation, and creditor rights, and
I can help you navigate the complexities of Georgia’s tax foreclosure laws.



